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NEWS

Nigeria will not disintegrate - Godwin Ekuma

The South East coordinator of Nigeria Prays, Mr Godwin Ekuma, has said that Nigeria would not disintegrate in spite of her political, ethnic and religious crises.  Speaking at Enugu, Mr Ekuma said the level of prayers that Christians have been offering for the country would not allow the crises to consume the country.  (Punch July 17, pg 11)

Kano Government seeks CAN approval to demolish 50% of Churches

Incredibly, but according to the Punch, the Kano State government says the number of Churches in Kano City will have to be reduced by half, and they want the CAN to give its support!  According to the report, "Government's complaint against the Christians was that there were too many Churches in Kano and the people of the city were not happy with the development and demanded approval from CAN to reduce the number by 50%". (Punch August 14, pg 12). CA! was shocked when the report was confirmed to us by a Kano  resident, with the 'explanation' that such a whittling down of Churches is only to be carried out in the 'indigeneous' part of the ancient city.  


After several appeals, CAN has said government "should go ahead to demolish all the Churches rather than waste time demanding its (CAN) approval which would not come".  Christians have taken their case to the almighty God by declaring a 4-day fasting and prayers.

Ooni to testify for Jesus in the United States

The Ooni of Ife, His Royal Highness Oba Okunade Sijuwade has agreed to be the special guest at the 2nd anniversary celebration of the Network of Ministers of Africa and African Descent International (NMAADI) coming up in September. in the United States  At the meeting, the royal father will be sharing the testimony of how he became born-again, trusting the Lord Jesus Christ for his salvation and well-being.  In times past, this high priest of the cradle of Yorubas (himself one of the gods of the land, in fact, according to the confused religious system handed down to the Yoruba ancestors) used to be a popular guest abroad ( continued on page 2 

In Egypt, Jail-term for Professor who reported persecution of Christians

The State Security court has sentenced a sociology Professor at the American University in Cairo, Saad Eddin Ibrahim, 63, to 7 years of imprisonment.  In a statement issued on Sunday 25th August, the Court said it "decided to convict (Ibrahim) based on its belief that (Ibrahim) had falsely claimed that there is religious persecution in Egypt and that (the government) deals with human rights movements with hostility".  Doesn't this harsh 7 year prison-term speak even more eloquently about such hostility?  ( page 2

Sharia- Sacked Nurses: 11 trudge on, 10 capitulate!

Out of the 21 nurses who were recently sacked at the FEDERAL Medical Centre, Azare in Bauchi state, ten have capitulated and agreed to comply with the Sharia dress code in order to regain their livelihood and keep body and soul together.  Happily, 11 others are still holding the fort, and are challenging their sack at the law court.( pg 2
Deeper Life Bible Church “Launches” Campground / Conference Centre

The wide expanse of Campground of the Deeper Life Bible Church has witnessed a surge of massive developments in recent months.  Now the Campground along the Lagos-Ibadan expressway (Lagos end) is set to receive its first set of visitors.  The event will be the Success Academy for Youths (SAY 2002) scheduled for between Sept 11-15.  This will be the second edition of the highly popular youth programme featuring life-changing seminars, career talks, debates, etc.  The theme for this year is “Transforming Youths for a Desirable Future” and Pastor W.F. Kumuyi is expected to be the main speaker.  Although attendees are expected to pre-register, and sources at Ile-Ife are suggesting that the meeting is already over-subscribed, we can confirm that leaflets are still being distributed in Lagos.  This means you may still attempt to be part of the meeting, assured you will not be turned back.  Feeding and accommodation are provided free.

SHARIA AT CUL DE SAC:  Things are rapidly coming to a head with the implementation of Sharia in Nigeria.  So far, men have been whipped publicly, clerics have been placed on half salaries, and limbs have been severed.  Now the ultimate - official death sentence - is about to happen.. or is it?  In a 50 minutes judgment punctuated with chants of Allau Akbar, the Presiding Judge of the Upper Sharia Court sitting in Funtua, Katsina State on August 19 ruled that 30 year old adultery-convict, Amina Lawal "should be taken to a public place, buried up to her neck and stoned to death" (Punch August 20, page 1).  Unlike the first case of its kind where the appeal court overruled the death sentence on technical grounds, in this situation, the Appeal Court has upheld the judgement.  As usual, since the man involved has denied (swearing on the Koran) being responsible for the pregnancy (though he agreed to being Amina's boyfriend), he has no case to answer.  Another dicey conviction is that of 54 year old Sarimu Barada who was condemned to be stoned to death for raping a 9 year old girl.  In his case, he has refused to appeal his conviction.  Now the time allowed for appeal has long expired, but it seems Islamic authorities at Jigawa never really anticipated they may be faced with this kind of situation.  

And Chief Imam joins Chairmanship Race

In another development, the Chief Imam of Tukur-Tukur in Zaria has declared his interest to contest for the chairmanship of the newly created Waje Local Government.  Imam Aliyu Ibrahim will continue as the Chief Imam even after he might have been elected chairman.  Speaking with Weekly Trust, he said "The distinction between spiritual and political leadership is a later conception introduced to suit Western secularism...In the good old days, an Imam used to be the judge as well as the political leader of the community."  Mallam Aliyu is also the chairman of the National Council for the Propagation and Defence of Sharia (JTI).  (Weekly Trust, Sept 5).  

At CA!, our only comment is that Christians should note and follow developments such as these very carefully.  The number of occultists and adherents of other interest groups vehemently opposed to Christianity who are interested in political offices at all levels are simply legion.

Sharia-ed Christian Nurses (continue from pg 1)

The 21 female nurses had objected to the Sharia dress code on the grounds of the violation of their Nigerian citizenship rights and religious persuasions.  Some of them stated that their own faith forbade the donning of trousers by females.  The hard fact, however, is that these "Eleven of Faith" are today without any regular income; and will certainly appreciate the support of their Christian brethren.  Donations can be sent through the Macedonian Initiative, Plot PC 43 Afribank Street, V.I. Lagos.  Phone 0803 325 5455. (See full details in Punch July 17, pg 52).

Ooni the evangelist (continued from page 1)

during celebrations of the false gods that had held the Yorubas in bondage for centuries prior to now.  Praise God it's time to export true godliness and righteousness!

Ifa Oracle for Party Primaries

At Ise-Orun local government council of Ekiti State, the selection of candidates for Party primaries has been handed over to the Ifa oracle.  ThisDay newspaper describes the setting: "A mammoth crowd of party faithful gathered at the palace of the Oba at his instance for the verdict of the Ifa oracle.  Hell however was let loose as the Oba announced two names (for the two major parties in the Local Government), amidst incantations and unprintable words purportedly as revealed by the Ifa oracle".

 (ThisDay, August 28, page 11).  Youths, mainly, reportedly rejected this selection as the candidates announced were the very unpopular ones!

Deaths during traditional initial rites

At least 6 teenage boys died while over 100 others were treated at hospitals for multiple injuries from beatings and septic wounds they sustained during initiation rituals in Southern Africa.  The teenagers had been attending the so-called "bush schools" as part of the rites of passage to manhood.  Many of the boys showed septic wounds to their genitals and had been beaten and exposed naked in sub-freezing temperatures at the rituals.  (Punch, July 3 pg 47).

Persecution in Egypt (continued from page 1)

Ibrahim's Ibn Khaldin Centre for Developmental Studies had issued a report affirming that the 1995 legislative elections were rigged and that there is increasing discrimination against Copts Christians.  (AP, August 29, 2002)

Persecution of Christians hots up in China

Probably in preparation for the once-in-five years national congress of the China Communist Party, a massive crackdown on political and religious activist has commenced.  This is in addition to the on-going perennial harassment of the Christian Church.  According to the Committee for Investigation on Persecution of Religion in China, 71 members of the 'Underground Church' have been secretly arrested or have disappeared, mostly in the month of July.  The list released by the Committee included the detainee's names, ages, addresses, brief description of how they were arrested and where they were held.  It has been estimated that there are about 60 million members in the unofficial House Church.  China then probably has the highest concentration of born-again believers on earth.  And they are under intense persecution and can only operate 'underground'!

Zamfara Governor woos Christians with Fertilizer, imports bullet proof vests

Leaders of the Christian Association of Nigeria (CAN) in Zamfara were shocked by a sudden turn-around in attitude towards them from Sharia helmsman, Governor Yerima Ahmed Sanni.  The leaders had gone to appeal to the governor to pay off long-standing debts owed to 2 Christian contractors; but the only tangible result they got was an offer of a truck-load of fertilizer.  Rejecting the offer, Rev. Father Linus Awiche explained to journalists that the CAN leadership was "shocked" by the sudden kind gesture from the governor who had always referred to Christians as "infidels and kafirs".  They politely suggested that the governor sell the fertilizer and pay at least part of the debts his government is owing to people"   (Punch August 4, pg 9).


Meanwhile, bullet proof vests ordered by the Zamfara state government have been confiscated by the Nigeria Customs in Lagos.  While Governor Sani insists the materials were bought for the government's security agencies in the state with their full knowledge, these agencies are denying any knowledge or involvement in the deal.  (Punch August 16, pg 12).

Flood kills hundreds in Asia, Europe

Hundreds of people were caught unawares and killed in floods that overran most of Asia.  China suffered some of the worst effects with almost 250 killed and millions others displaced in a fortnight of torrential rains that reminded some of the flood of Noah.  This brings the national flood death in China to around 1,000 this year alone!  (Punch August 19, pg 12).


In Germany at least 19 people were killed and about 100,000 rendered homeless during the surges in the river Elba, also in August.  More than 4.2 million people were affected and the physical loss is estimated at tens of billions of euros.  All across central Europe, almost 100 people perished in the flood. (Punch, August 20 page 13)  Sad events like this are powerful tools in the hands of One World Government advocates, manipulating environmental concerns for their own anti-God ends (see topical issue at back page).

US Jail suspends devil worship services

Satan worship is on the official religious services calendar in the United States, so inmates at a number of prisons allow satanic services to hold.  However, claiming to have found "information that indicates that satanic services could be a threat to the institutions, authorities at the Kentucky Prison Service have decided to suspend the practice at the Green River Jail.  Apart from outright satanism, several of the jails in the state also practice Wiccan services, which is pure witchcraft.  It is being suggested that the case might end up in the supreme court as violation of religious rights. (AP, Sept 2).


This shows that what would have been considered outrageous in years past are now regarded as purely normal.  Even in Nigeria, several apologist are defending cults and occultism as fundamental human rights.  All these notwithstanding the devastating impacts these have on the larger society - for instance several satan-inspired rituals involve human lives/organs.

Honest Policeman returns N1 million cash

Inspector Ayuba Waknung, a Paymaster with the Nigeria Police in Abuja was inadvertently paid N5 million instead of the N4 million he had gone to withdraw.  After detecting the overpayment, Inspector Waknung immediately returned the money to the bank, same day. (Punch August 29, pg 4).  We've heard stories of policemen turning into armed robbers and inflicting damages on innocent citizens.  Here then is a refreshingly different story to thank God for.  The moral is that you can be honest if you will so choose to be.

Earth’s Inequalities illustrated:of men and cows  

Rich countries gave about $54 billion in development aid in 2001 but paid more than $350 billion to their own farmers -- or as one World Bank official noted: "The average cow is supported by three times the level of income of a poor person in Africa."http://rd.yahoo.com/dailynews/nm/ts_nm/inlinks/*http://rd.yahoo.com/DailyNews/manual/*http://search.yahoo.com/bin/search?cs=nw&p=World%20Bank>) 
FAMILY

Living together before marriage detrimental to marriage

The results of a 1995 study recently released by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention health statistics division have shown that couples who lived together before marrying have a higher likelihood of splitting up than those who did not live together before marriage.  The study was based on interviews involving 11,000 women between ages 15 and 44.  The study shows that 50% of Americans lived with their partners before marriage.  (CNN report).  Noting the gross decadence in society, we can re-cast the finding more positively by noting that 50% of Americans DID NOT live with their partners till after marriage!  The issue is of course more than just a matter of happy matrimonial life.  Fornication, that is sex outside marriage, has eternal consequences!

Domestic Violence: Man amputates wife

The AFP on Aug 29 reported that a Nigerian man has been arrested  for chopping off his wife's leg after accusing her of carelessly exposing her body during a post-natal medical examination.  According to Bauchi State Police commissioner Mohammed Bate, the 52 year old husband, Adamu Hussaini, a professional butcher, accused his wife of over 27 years, Amina, of exposing her body carelessly to a male doctor who had examined her during post-natal treatment two weeks after she had delivered twins. "On getting home, Hussaini locked up Amina and cut off her right leg," to teach her a lesson, Mr Bate explained.  It was the woman's groans that attracted her  neighbours who rushed her to the hospital.  Mallam Hussaini has since ascribed the incident to “devil’s work”.   To the further sorrow of Amina, the butcher-husband is being charged to Sharia court.  Amina fears the husband’s limb might be severed in return, which will totally cripple the family and further put the children in distress.  Life without Christ Jesus is surely nothing but crisis!

Letters

Shalom, …I want to be [a] distributor of [your] newsletters.  Thanks.

Pastor John Adekunle, Ilorin

Peace, Well done on the wonderful job you are doing. …Thanks

Ibironke (Hotmail)

I read with pleasure your Jan/Feb edition of Church Arise!  I want to congratulate you for the beautiful work you are doing.  However, I must register my displeasure with your article on the Catholic Church (see page 7) where you insulted the Supreme Pontiff, His Holiness, Pope John Paul II.  I believe that the only things you saw in the pentecostal churches were all good and indeed, there was no sin for the pentecostal churches.  However, in the usual protestant style, the image of the Catholic Church and the Pope were presented in a bad way.  I suggest that you write to protect the image of Christianity at all times or be objective in your criticism of all churches.  I look forward to a better edition.

Nkiru Ekeneme (Yahoo)

Editor replies: 

We very much appreciate your frankness in your letter.  Our main goal in Church Arise! is to alert Christians to the fact that we are living in the end times, and as such should be on our guard so that we not only guard against our salt being contaminated by the world (as it seeks to do) ; but we further arise and shine to dispel all the darkness while we are here, occupying  for the Master.  This is the biblical mandate for all Christians.  To get this done, we often have to repeatedly pass across to all children of God the main warning of our Lord Jesus Christ for the end times  – “beware of deception!” (see Mat. 24:24).  This clarion call is certainly beyond denominations; and going through our editions, you would notice that we are not shy to point out errors wherever the Lord points our attention to.  For instance in our last edition where we dealt with the issue of ‘Magic in Church’, virtually the entire spectrum of church denominations were mentioned in the article.  However two things could make it appear as if we have axes to grind with the Catholic Pope in particular.  First, the Catholic Church is the largest visible organization inviting people to the Christian Faith, and it is quite VERY VISIBLE.  When ‘Pentecostals’ or ‘Evangelicals’ or ‘Liberals’ etc are ‘criticised’, few people notice because of the small size and non-specificity of these groups.  Secondly, and more importantly, while several organizations are struggling with most of the issues we feel we have to contend against, the catholic church often is to be found OFFICIALLY ENDORSING these issues.  Take again as example, the issue of magic in Chuch.  While other denominations are struggling to solve the problem, or at least condemning it officially, and while many true catholics will wince, the catholic church is officially adopting magic!  And finally, please note that we only report the news, we don’t make or fabricate them.  In the particular case you referred to, it is an open secret that the Catholic Church (just like Rick Joyner’s New Wave Movement) does not believe that the hope of the Church is to be taken away from the earth in what is known as the Rapture.  Such a hope is derogatorily labeled ‘escapism’.  However of course it is a concept well established in the Scriptures, eg. John 14:1-3.  When we report what any Christian leader is saying, we ought not to get blamed for that!  The real issue should be are these leaders actually saying/doing/promoting the things ascribed to them?

SIGNS OF THE TIMES

Switzerland joins the United Nations, the number is complete!

Switzerland, the nation that doggedly refused to join the United Nations (despite hosting many of its agencies) has finally succumbed to the lures and pressures of global unity, and has been accepted as the 190th member of the world body.  The nation noted for its famed ‘neutrality’ will take its place at the UN at the formal opening ceremony of the 57th General Assembly coming up on Sept 10.  East Timor, which is expected to be admitted in the first days after the  general debate opens on Sept 12 will be the 191st member.  Thus every nation on earth will FOR THE FIRST TME EVER (since the Tower of Babel) belong again to a single political organization.  Now with on-going desperate effort to empower this same organization,the United Nations - such as the Millenial Summit two Septembers ago; and the Earth Summit this September, One World Government is already here!  The only political entity in the world that is not yet an official member of the UN is the Vatican.  However it is an open secret that the One World Religion effort spearheaded by the Vatican is actually the major catalyst for one world governance

Al-Aksa mosque in danger of collapse?

Israeli archaeologists and Jerusalem's mayor have sounded serious notes of warning that the bulging wall surrounding Jerusalem’s Old City could collapse any moment if urgent repairs are not made.  But Muslim authorities, who are in control of the area, are refusing to allow any work to be done. The plateau in question is at the pinnacle of the Israeli-Palestinian dispute.

Although it seems it is the Jewish people praying under the wall that are at the most risk as the wall could collapse on them, there is also the real possibility that some part of the Al-Aksa mosque could collapse The al-Aksa Mosque is only 100 meters from the protuberance. Complicating matters, during the last few years Palestinian Moslem authorities (WAKF) have excavated a giant area underneath the Mount (by the bulge, in an area known as Solomon's stables) to make a mosque - by some accounts the largest mosque in the Middle East. Some experts charge that those excavations caused the stones to further shift.  Anyone in the mosque at the time of the collapse could be hurt, said Jon Seligman, Jerusalem Regional Archaeologist for the Israel Antiquities Authority.  Authorities are especially concerned about the approaching Muslim holy month of Ramadan in November when hundreds of thousands of worshippers could attend prayers at the site with as many as 10,000 in the Solomon's Stables mosque.

But WAKF officials insist that there is nothing to worry about and charge that Israel's concerns are politically motivated and is only an attempt to “gain a foothold” on the Temple Mount.  Adnan Husseini, director-general of the WAKF said Muslim authorities have been monitoring the bulge for more than 20 years.  "It is stable. We don't feel that there is any dangerous situation," Husseini was quoted as saying by the Associated Press.

          Jerusalem Mayor Ehud Olmert said that the "moment of truth" had been reached regarding the wall because there are "serious grounds for fearing that it could collapse."  The Temple Mount was originally purchased by King David, 3,000 years ago and his son King Solomon built the first temple on it. One thousand years later, King Herod enlarged the plateau and rebuilt the temple.   In 638 A.D., Jerusalem fell to the Arabs. The Muslims built the gold-plated Dome of the Rock in 692 over a stone slab from which the Prophet Mohammed was said to have ascended into heaven. Construction of the Al-Aksa mosque on the Mount was completed a few years later.  Bible scholars all believe that a new Jewish temple must be built at this very same site by the time of the Anti-Christ and the general question has been “who will convince the Moslems to remove their Mosque, the second holiest shrine in Islam?  Perhaps this?

Jewish Conversion project sparks fresh controversy.

The belief of Southern Baptists that Jews need to be evangelized has again stirred the waters in American religious pond.

What has sparked the fresh controversy is a statement by the catholic church that Jews need not be reached with the Gospel. A joint statement issued on Aug. 12 by Jewish and Catholic leaders - specifically the U.S. bishops' Committee for Ecumenical and Interreligious Affairs and the National Council of Synagogues, representing Conservative and Reform Judaism read in part: "A deepening Catholic appreciation of the eternal covenant between God and the Jewish people, together with a recognition of a divinely-given mission to Jews to witness to God's faithful love, lead to the conclusion that campaigns that target Jews for conversion to Christianity are no longer theologically acceptable in the Catholic Church." 

Southern Baptists disagree strongly. Jim Sibley, coordinator of the denomination's ministry to Jews, said that when it comes to Judaism, Catholics have gotten it wrong twice. 

For centuries, he said, Catholics violated Jews' religious freedom and tried to force them to convert, with the end result being that persecution "hardened (Jews) against the good news of their messiah." 

In recent years, Sibley said, Catholicism has moved too far the other way - excluding Jews from the Christian message. "There can be no more extreme form of anti-Semitism" than "withholding the hope of Israel," said Sibley. Such beliefs undergirded the Baptists' controversial call to pray for Jewish conversions during the High Holy Days of 1999.   A similar call by Southern Baptists to pray for Moslems during the Ramadan last year equally roused tempers with the Roman Catholics not only criticising the call, but sending a congratulatory message rather to the Moslem community. The Southern Baptists and the US Catholic church are the two largest faiths in the US, having between the two of them 81 million members.


Fortunately the Jews are taking the issue quite maturedly.  While thanking the Catholics for their ‘solidarity’,Rabbi Arnold Resnicoff, national interreligious affairs director of the American Jewish Committee, said the Southern Baptists have a right to speak their mind  and that he understands that when they seek out Jews for conversion  “it's a good faith effort” and Jews also  “ have the right to thank them and make that the end of the conversation." 

(Religion Today, Aug 29)


“Even from your own number men will arise and distort the truth in order to draw away disciples after them.  So be on your guard”                      (Acts 20:30-31a)

HAVE YOU BEEN TO WWW.CHURCHARISE.ORG?  ENRICH AND EQUIPYOURSELF. VISIT US TODAY!

CHURCH ARISE! OUTREACH

HERE IS THE SCHEDULE FOR OUR OUTREACHES FOR THE REST OF THE YEAR. 


Wed September 11: Lecture 



(The New World Order)

Wed October 9:
Seminar 



ARISE AND PRAY

Wed. November 13: Video Show 



(One World Religion)

Wed. December 11: Lecture (Evolution or 

Creation, How did we get

 here?)

That is every 2nd Wednesday of the month.  Venue for Lecture and Seminar is the Conference Centre Library; while Video show holds at our Secretariat, also at the Conference Centre.   Time is 5.00 – 7.00 pm.  Please pray for these meetings and inform somebody about them.  Thank you!

Topical Issue Continued from back page.

No new set of basic values has been accepted in our society to displace those of Christianity.  Hence we shall continue to have a worsening ecological crisis until we reject the Christian axiom that nature has no reason for existence save to serve man.

By destroying pagan animist, Christianity made it possible to exploit nature in a mood of indifference to the feelings of natural objects.... The spirits in natural objects, which formerly had protected nature from man, evaporated”

- Lynn White, Jr (Professor of History at the University of California). 

 “The Historical Roots of our Ecologic Crisis”, 1970
          In more recent years, the now indisputable leader of the One World Government/Environmental caucus, former Communist leader Mikhail Gorbachev has bluntly re-affirmed this very faulty but increasingly popular premise.  According to Gorbachev,

“We need a new paradigm of development in which the environment will be a priority... World civilization as we know it will soon end...  We have very little time and we must act...If we can address the environment problem, we have hope... but it will have to be done within a new system, a new paradigm...We have to change our mindset - the way humankind views the world.” (Pg 143, Kah)

               All these logics, beliefs,  ideas and concepts have led to the special document known as the Earth Charter, which has been described (by Maurice Strong) as Earth’s Magma Carta.  The key tool to the implementation of the Earth Charter, intended to give it teeth and muscles,  is the Agenda 21 document.  Of truth, adopting this vital document is what the Jo’burg Earth Summit is all about!

             Events at Jo’burg, South Africa, clearly showed the major elements of  Agenda 21.  Playing on the legitimate concern all responsible people all over the world have for environmental issues, “Mother Earth” is being accorded priority value, while mankind and his worth is correspondingly being devalued.  The Earth Charter which ominously begins with the words: “We stand at a critical moment in Earth’s history, a time when humanity must choose its future”, affims that the “Earth, our home, is alive”.  This concept of the earth being a living being, indeed a goddess by the name of Gaia, is an idea taken straight from witchcraft and the occult.  And in practical terms, it shows why “environmentalists” fight with much indignance to protect the “rights” of say toads and their eggs (as in Netherlands for instance), while they, with equal gusto ask that the killing of helpless humans - unborn babies or the elderly and infirm - should be legalised.  The battle cry is “Earth First!”  What makes all these even doubly tragic is that ultimately, members of these environmental caucuses, in most cases, are really only exploiting the environmental issue, using it as a springboard to get worldwide attention and an opportunity to achieve their ultimate and only passion - the foisting of an anti-Christian One World Government upon earth.  Hence, many  inconsistent or even dubious claims are made to make the environmental situation look grave, compelling and urgent.  Alexander King and Bertrand Schenider, founder and Secretary General of the Club of Rome respectively, admitted this much when they wrote:

“In searching for a new enemy to unite us, we came up with the idea that pollution, the threat of global warming, water shortages, famine and the like would fit the bill....”      [The First Global Revolution, 1991, pg 104-105]

 Robin Mearns, co-director of the Environment Group and Fellow of the Institute of Development Studies, UK, added later that the end justifies the means, and it is alright to exaggerate issues now and then to get desired results and responses.  He wrote:

“During any “issue-attention-cycle” in environmental campaigning, there is a phase in which the issue needs to be strategically exaggerated in order to establish it firmly on an agenda for action” 

 [Empowerment for Sustainable Development: Toward Operational Strategies, 1995. P. 51]

          It is therefore not  surprising to find all sorts of ridiculous positions being sold at the Earth Summit in Jo’burg.  For instance, Gar Smith of the Earth Island Institute ferociously insisted that electricity should not be introduced to African villages not currently having it, because it could have an adverse impact not only on the environment but also on the culture; while several others extolled the virtues of pristine poverty - all these even as the delegates enjoyed the luxury of posh hotels, feasting on gourmet meals.  The media are forced to give some of these negative publicity only because of protests from strong interest groups.  However, on the most important issues of spirituality and ethics which were discussed in several of the 150 parallel sessions held during the Summit away from the public eye, there is hardly any word in the media.  The only “interest group” in this case [the Church!]  is probably not too interested in the proceedings!

        Should Christians then have also gone out on mass (and probably violent) demonstrations?  That is not quite our suggestion. Though demonstrations may not be a bad idea, the real battle is to begin in the heart of each individual Christian.  We must be well acquainted with the facts, and meditate thoroughly on them in light of the Word of God.  Each Christian must refuse to be hood-winked.  We must refuse to be swept off our, feet by the allures of a coming New World Order and fiercely, by prayer, fasting, godliness, soul winning and mutual edification, continue to be the Salt that prevents total decay of the earth - at least while our occupation for the Master lasts.  Soon “he who lets” will be removed, and Gorbachev and his group can prove to themselves how well they are able to manage the world using their own paradigms, totally at variance with the Word of God.  They will have exactly 7 years to do that and thoroughly prove their folly, before the Lord Jesus finally intervenes to usher in the Kingdom that will never end (Daniel 2:44).  He who has ears to hear, let him hear.

EXHORTATION

The Bible contains many accounts that would lead us to believe that those living upon earth at the time prophecy is fulfilled are expected to recognize events transpiring in their day as the fulfillment of what the prophets have foretold.  For example, referring in his Pentecost sermon to what was happening on that historic day, Peter declared: “This is what was spoken of through the prophet Joel” (Acts 2:16).  The view Jesus had of prophecy was equally practical.  He called the two disciples on the road to Emmaus “fools” for not correlating Old Testament prophecies with events that had happened to Him (Luke 24:25,26).  And in Luke 12:55,56, He called the Jews of His  day “hypocrites” for not recognizing, on the basis of what their own prophets had said, the signs indicating the unique time in which they lived.


Would Jesus also call us fools and hypocrites for not recognizing that we are living in the "last days” on the basis of the signs we have been given?  Could we be deceived if we don’t take heed to these warnings?  And how can we take heed unless at some point in time we relate what we have been warned about with what is happening in the world?

Dave Hunt and T.A. McMahon

(Culled from pg 35-36 of their book, The Seduction of Christianity.  Spiritual discernment in the last days.  Harvest House publishers, Eugene, Oregon 97402)


Church Arise! is published bi-monthly by the Church Arise! LivingWater Ministries (CALM), P.O. Box  1674, Ile-Ife, Osun State, Nigeria. 

This newsletter has no subscription price, but freewill donations from friends and readers are welcome. Please address cheques to CALM Ile-Ife

Secretariat/Library: Shop 7, Conference Centre, Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife, Osun State Nigeria

Phone:    036-231387
E-mail:jojo@oauife.edu.ng  or editor@ChurchArise.org  

Website: http://www/ChurchArise.org/      
=====================================

Editor: 

   Joshua O. Ojo

Editorial Board:    Adesina Ademola  Joanna Ojo

    Dupe Adebajo 
   Laja Osoniyi 

Circulation:  
    Austine Udoh

Webmaster: 
    Kayode Ayodele

Questions, comments and substantiated information of relevance to this newsletter are most welcome.. We thank you for your continued interests and supports.

TOPICAL ISSUE:  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) organized by the United Nations between August 26 and September 4 (The Earth Summit) certainly lived up to the hypes.  With over 100 heads of government in attendance, alongside with over 60,000 professionals, businessmen and egg-heads from various disciplines and countries, it should go down as the biggest conference of its kind ever organized by mankind.

         Our interest in the Summit (we started drawing your attention to it almost a year ago) is certainly beyond hypes and even the impressive figures.  We identify this Summit as a bold declaration by the New Age movement that their perceived time has come.   For decades, members of this movement have been talking of overturning ‘the old order’ and ushering in a ‘new world order’.  And now, barely attempting to disguise their sense of triumph, they beat their chest, and announce to a dazzled world that they are taking over the system.  Sadly, though the purported shift they are announcing is from a world order based on Judaeo-Christian values to one based on Buddhist/humanistic ones, many children of God, supposed soldiers of the Cross, are not even aware that any conflict is going on!

             True, there always have been voices of dissent and vehement opposition to Biblical values and ethics, but they usually are muffled and discreet.  Not so any more!  With the Earth Summit as a springboard, the clarion call being sounded is that Biblical values and ethics are the bane of our world.  And that these must be replaced immediately.  This is how a key environmentalist, Professor Lynn White reasoned it out several years ago:

 “What we do about ecology depends on our ideas of the man-nature relationship.

More science and more technology are not going to get us out of the present ecological crisis until we find a new religion, or rethink our old one.

...... as we now recognize, somewhat over a century ago science and technology...

joined to give mankind powers which ..... are out of control.  If so, Christianity

bears a huge burden of guilt... Our science and technology have grown out of Christian attitudes toward man’s relation to nature....
( continued on page 6
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